CHAPTER FIVE

Post-War Politics

In spite of the Bolshevik bogey that they manipulated, it was
correctly assumed by the newspapers that the country was
'sound at heart5. The elder members of the working class for the
most part resented the identification of their Trade Unions with
Socialism. They favoured one or other of the two elder parties,
and continued in their traditional loyalty to the Crown and the
Peerage, and their unabashed respect for the Squire or Owner.
They 'knew their place'. The younger members were Socialis-
tically inclined, but even the few who had picked up the Marxian
catchwords had no real ambition to overthrow and displace the
Capitalist class. A more usual ambition was to rise into the
substantial grade above the artisan, by becoming a foreman or
skilled technician, and so rank socially with clerks and inde-
pendent tradesmen. Foremen, clerks, and small tradesmen
similarly wished to rise from the black-coated class into the
middle class of manufacturers and wholesale merchants. It was
for such ambitions that the 'highly popular Pelmanism was
designed, which advertised in every newspaper and periodical
of the time. This was a method of memory training, and its
argument was that human energy and will-power could be
systematically developed: each person could make the most of
his natural gifts by intensive training. Pelmanisrn set out to
train people how to practise self-analysis and self-drill, in order
to eliminate mind-wandering and promote concentration. The
headlines of its advertisements were: 'How to overcome brain-
feg>, 'How to originate ideas5, 'Self-expression develops ability',
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